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GM wheat, corn in pipeline

By LYNDAL READING

GENETICALLY  modified
wheat and drought-tolerant comn
and cotton could be on the cards
for Awustralia.

Monsanto Scientific Adlfairs
Asla senlor director Dr Harvey
Glick said drought-stress oler-
ant corn and cotton would be
available by 2012,

“The plants will be able 10
withstand a moderate amount of
drought. which Australian
farmers lace pretly much every
vear.,” D Glhick said,

He said that. in the near-term.
second and third-generation ver-
sions of existing GM products
would be launched.

Dr Glick. whe was in Mel-
bourne to speak at the
MAushiotech Conference. told
The Weekly Times Monsanto

would be willing o collaborate
with CSIRO on new varieties.

“Weve had a long relation-
ship with CSIRO and we're fas-
cinated by their wheat re-
search.”” Dr Glick said,

Dr Glick said Monsanto
would restart 1ts GM wheat-
breeding program and wheat
praducts might be released n
future. He said the program had
been suspended while Monsanto
concentrated on corn. cotton and
soyheans.

v Glhick said the research
program was expanding (o in-
clude sugarbeets and alfalfa and
would soon include wheat,

He said research would look
at lifting yields while decreasing
mputs via a mixture of conven-
tional and GM breeding.

“We will develop higher-

yielding hybnds through con-
ventional breeding technigues,™
[r Ghick sad.

“Then. to protect those hagh
yields rom insects and disease.
we will use Motechnology.

“That will help farmers to
grow more while decreasing in-
puts.””

Dr Glick said the biotech
companies had not been as ef-
fective as the anti-GM  lohby
groups in communicating their
message.

GM technology has been at-
tacked by lobby groups includ-
ing Gireenpeace. Genebithics
and Mothers Are Demystilying
Genetic Engineering.

The groups raised concerns
about the safety of GM foods.

Dr Glick said the lobby
groups had heen effective in

“eommunicating fear and con-
cern’’.

“"We could have done a better
job in communicating that
biotechnology is a compoenent
of sustainable agriculture,”™ Dr
Gliek said. He dismissed
suggestions by lobbyists that
GM food was unsafe,

He said GM technology was
“henign’” and had passed more
stringent tests than other food
products.

“The World Health Orgams-
ation, the American Medical
Association and the Australian
Government have all satd 1t's
e Dr Ghick smd.

“The scientfic community
believes the products are safe.”



