press clip

Copyright Agency Limited (CAL) licenced copy
AUS: 1300 1 SLICE NZ: 0800 1 SLICE

Walchdog wasted' SIm on trial

Australian

Thursday 24/03/2011

Page: 5 4

Section: General News

Region: Australia, AU

Circulation: 129166

Type: National . .

Size: 115.41 sq.cms. S | cem ed a.com

Revolt at research ‘fund cut’

THE threat of a $400 million cut
by the federal government to the
National ITealth and Medical
Research Council—amove that
could trigger a fresh brain drain

has sparked a revoltby the
country’stop medical
researchers.

Analliance of research experts
hassent alettertoall federal
MPs, arguing that Australia’s
medical research efforls are
improving the health and the
wealth of residents, and funding
levels need tobe maintained.

Julic Campbell, the president
of the Association of Australian
Medical Research Institules, said
$400 million was “a figure that’s
being bandied about” asthe
polential cut to the NHMRC
overthreeyecars  cquivalentto
19 per cent ot the agency’s overall
budgel. While the figure was not
being mentioned by official
government sources, “no one has
deniedil, whichis aworry”,
Professor Campbell said.

There have been recent
reports ciling unnamed
government sources that the
looming federal budget will be
tough, and medical research is
one of several areasbeing scen as
asource of possible cuts to help
bring the budgel back to surplus.

The AAMRI represents 37
medical research institutes that
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are not part of universities,
including the Garvan Institute in
Sydney and the Walter and Eliza
Hall Institute in Melbourne.
Othersignatoriesto theletter,
being delivered to MPs today, are
the Federation of Australian
Science and Technological
Societies, Research Australia,
medical deans of the Group of
Eight universities, AusBiotech,
and the drug manufacturers’
peak body Medicines Australia.
Professor Campbell said while
$400m might be a deliberate
exaggeration to make a lesser cut
onbudget night seem benign by
comparison, “any decrease would
betotally disastrous™.
“Currently, the successrate
whenyouputinforan NHMRC
grantis23percent  meaning
nearly 80 per cent of researchers
miss out on funding for their
rescarch projects,” Professor
Campbell said. “We can't absorb
any decrease — it would have a
terribly detrimental effect.
“Itwould send a signal to
researchers that there'sno career
.. .ifthe success rate fallsbelow
20 per cent, our brightest and
best will go overseas.”
Aspokeswoman forMental
Health Minister Mark Butler
declined to confirm or deny the
$400m cut.
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