
Scientists and biotechs opposed
to biologics patent amendment
The92itin' imurrintyaid the botaohnoiogy
Industry have bath come out in opposition to

the- proposed amerdmats to the Patent Act

that thnEuten to prohibit the patenting of eny

biolmical materiels The Australian ArAdemy
of Sorerice ViA.81 and AusBiotech have both

made subrrliSSICOIS tO the Senate Into

the Patent Airiefidrneht l'Hunrian Genes and

Eikkgical MatenalS) BIN 2010 estNIng that the

bill is too 1:Hroa.d reaching and couid hamper

6601101C research arid the provision of new

dnigs and therapies tote oubibc.

Others in the scienthfro community,
such as head of 13umness Development at

the Waiter and E112a Hall institute, Dr Jutian

Clark, have also come out argOng the
arnisedments will not address community
concerns about gene patenting and yet
will seriously hamper scientific research.

The bill suggest amending the patent
legistathon to ban any 'biological materials

including Itlair components and denVetiveS,
whether isotated or purified Or not and
however made, which are identical or
substantially Identical to such materlas es
they exist in nature."

The Serrate Inquiry is set to report its
reconwendationa on June 't.8 this year
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