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SA’s Three Wise Women lead the way in BD.
Biotech Business Development Forum

21-23 February 2007, Stamford Grand, Glenelg, South Australia

South Australia is fast becoming established as a significant biotech hub with a biotech precinct situated in Thebarton.  The biotech precinct has grown and now houses 20 biotech companies including success stories such as Bionomics, BresaGen, TGR Biosciences and GroPep.   Amongst the 750 people employed in the biotech sector at Thebarton there are three exceptional women, Dr Meera Verma, Dr Deborah Rathjen and Dr Leanna Read.  These three wise women have executive roles within successful biotech companies and are part of the South Australian force that is putting Australian biotech on the map.
These three wise women will take part in the Business Development Forum to be held in South Australia this week.  The Forum entitled “How to Finance, Grow and Sell your Opportunities” is hosted by AusBiotech and BioInnovationSA. 
In 2006 Dr Meera Verma was a S.A. finalist in the Telstra Business Woman of the Year Awards.  Meera is the Chief Operating Officer and Executive Director of BresaGen Limited, a biotech company that specialises in the development of therapeutic products, including protein and peptide therapeutics which aid in the treatment of diseases, such as G-CSF used in the treatment of leukaemia. 
Another prominent SA woman in biotech is Dr Deborah Rathjen, CEO and Managing Director of Bionomics Limited which focuses on the discovery and development of drugs to treat cancer and CNS conditions. A seasoned biotech executive of almost 20 years Deborah joined Bionomics in June 2000 from Peptech Limited.  Dr Rathjen was until recently Deputy Chair of the Federal Government’s Australian Biotechnology Advisory Council, and is a current member of the Prime Minister’s Science Engineering and Innovation Council and the Industry Research and Development Board.  Dr Rathjen was the recipient of the AusBiotech’s President’s Medal in 2004 for Contribution to the Biotechnology Industry.
The third wise woman is Dr Leanna Read, Managing Director and CEO of TGR BioSciences. She is a biochemist by training with more than 20 years experience in characterising bioactives in milk and other food derived products. Leanna currently serves on the Prime Minister’s Science, Engineering and Innovation Council, and the South Australian Premier's Science and Research Council.
Program details visit www.ausbiotech.org
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