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Media Release



22 March 2007
Hang up your lab coat – Lights Camera Action!
Launch SA AusBiotech Student Association
6:30pm, The Edinburgh Hotel, Mitcham, March 28, 2007.
A career in science has many facets as Dr Maryanne Demasi has proved as the fresh young face of ABC’s Catalyst.  Originally from Adelaide, Maryanne is back in town to be part of a debate entitled “biotechnology means just working in laboratory” for the launch of the South Australian AusBiotech Student Association.
Maryanne is helping to dispel the preconception that science is an unexciting career.  As a reporter and producer of the show, Maryanne’s says her time spent at the laboratory bench has helped her follow her passion and pursue an exciting role in the media as a science communicator.  

Although a distinguished scientist with several peer reviewed papers, Maryanne decided that a career in science communication allowed her to reach more people. She says “the media is a powerful medium to communicate the importance of science; not only to the general public but to the key political decision makers.” She hopes that by increasing the awareness of science she will increase the public’s understanding of the important role of science in society, attract more students into a diversity of science courses, encourage more investment and lead to a better quality of life.
In the debate Maryanne will be joined by other career scientists, including a research scientist, a patent lawyer and a manufacturing executive, all who say their time spent at the laboratory bench influenced their career paths.

This debate will be part of the launch of the AusBiotech Students Association, a special interest group of AusBiotech – Australia’s peak biotechnology industry organisation. The AusBiotech Students Association aims to link life science and biomedical engineering students directly with the Industry and expose them to a diversity of career paths and job opportunities. 
For more information on AusBiotech Student Association visit www.ausbiotech.org
Media enquires please contact Jennifer Cook, AusBiotech Communications Manager, 
+61 3 9828 1405; Mob: 0400 108 239; jcook@ausbiotech.org






