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Australian Businesses Overlook Asia 

Biotech Business Development Forum

21-23 February 2007, Stamford Grand, Glenelg, South Australia.

Business Development in many Australian companies has often overlooked Asia because of cross cultural issues.  This is the subject of a master class to be held at the inaugural biotech Business Development Forum in South Australia this week.  “Understandably, Australian biotech companies have traditionally looked to North America and Europe for partnership and capital rasing but closer to home there are a variety of business opportunities in  Asia “”says Dr Andrew Powell, CEO of Asia BioBusiness in Singapore. Dr Powell has considerable experience in business development and communication issues in Asia and will be in South Australia next week to give a master class on Getting to the negotiation stage: 

cultural issues in business in Asia. 
The similarity in culture of North America and Europe compared with Australia has made it is easier for Australian businesses to negotiate and seek business opportunities there.  The Asian region is a near neighbour and home to many powerful and emerging economies, and should be an important focus for Australian biotechnology companies looking for global business opportunities. Dr Powell’s master class is designed to help Business Development Managers and Commercialisation Executives from Australian biotech companies understand the cultural nuances of Asia and the soft skills that are imperative for businesses wishing to expand into this region. 

Joining Dr Powell at the Business Development Forum is an impressive line up of both national and international speakers heading up master classes, discussion groups and interactive panel sessions. Of special note is the Deal Case Studies session where representatives from parties involved in some of the largest biotech deals in Australia will share their respective views and experiences of how the deals were initiated and executed. 

The Business Development Forum is hosted by AusBiotech and BioInnovationSA.  Dr Anna Lavelle, CEO of AusBiotech said “Australian companies should not be blinded to opportunities on our doorstep in Asia and should look closely at the biotech engine rooms of India and other Asian countries”. 

Dr Powell’s master class- Getting to the negotiation stage: 

cultural issues in business in Asia is on Thursday the 22nd February, 9.15am-10.45 am. 
Program details visit www.ausbiotech.org  
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