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20 March 2007
CEO Forum develops blueprint for biotech industry
AusBiotech 2007 CEO Forum

21-23 March 2007, Hyatt Regency Sanctuary Cove, Queensland 

CEO’s representing Australia’s leading biotechnology companies will gather in   Queensland to tackle the big questions facing the industry and map-out strategic directions for the coming year.  
.  

2007 is a federal election year and so an important opportunity arises for CEO’s attending the fourth annual meeting to explore the policy positions of the Opposition and the plans for continued Government support. 
The Queensland Minister for State Development, Employment and Industrial Relations will open the Forum on Thursday morning.  The Hon John Mickel MP says” biotechnology is one of the core emerging industries targeted in the Queensland Government’s Smart State Strategy”.
A Think Tank will be held prior to a panel discussion with senior policy makers from the Federal Government and State Governments of Queensland, Victoria and New South Wales.  The think tank will tackle industry priorities, develop strategies and outline agreed key messages which will be communicated directly to government in the following panel session on Public Policy Developments at State and Federal Levels. 
Super Fund investment in biotechnology is attracting attention and Mr Jon L Addison, Independent Director, Phosphagenics Limited and Fund Manger, Meat Industry Employees Superannuation Fund will talk about ‘alternative investments’ and the Opportunities for Super Funds to Invest in Biotech.
Issues in our region will also be on the agenda when a panel of speakers including Dr Susan Pond, Managing Director, Johnson & Johnson Research Pty Ltd and Dr Michelle Miller, Managing Director, Biotron Limited look at Asia Pacific: Untapped Opportunities, focusing in particular on doing business in India.

Dr John Chiplin, CEO, Peptech Limited whose company has had lots of positive press lately and a number of approaches about  private equity deals  will be asking the question- “Is Private Equity the Next Big Thing” and Dr Stewart Washer, CEO, Phylogica Limited looks at The Biotech Business Model- does it need to change?  

Dr Anna Lavelle, CEO, AusBiotech says “the Forum brings together key industry decision makers in an exclusive setting to agree on a blueprint for the Australian Biotech Industry” 

Program details visit www.ausbiotech.org.  Media enquires please contact Jennifer Cook, AusBiotech Communications Manager, +61 3 9828 1405 Mob: 0400 108 239, jcook@ausbiotech.org






